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The Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council was held this evening at 7.30pm at Lesbury Village Hall. 

 

Present:  Cllrs Norris (Chair) (JN), Humphrys (Vice Chair) (JH), Knowles (DK), Martin (AM), Tulip (PT) 
and County Cllr Martin Swinbank (MS) 

 

In attendance: Cllr Church (MC), Hall (JuH), Elizabeth Taylor (Clerk) (ET) and Airah James (item 5b.) 
 

Monthly Parish Meeting Minutes ACTION 

 Public Questions: No public questions.  Airah James in attendance for item 5b..  

1.  Apologies: Cllr Hodgson (AH) and County Cllr Gordon Castle (GC)  

2.  Minutes: 22 February 2022 minutes agreed to be signed as a true record.  

3.  Declarations of Interest:  None.    

4.  Matters Arising from Previous Minutes 
Storm Damage: Works to repair the damaged fencing at Pond Field had yet to be 
done.  AH to follow up with Charlie Davies at Cheviot Countryside Contracting.  ET 
confirmed the damaged bench in Watty’s Close Field had been removed.  ET advised 
Mary Hollins had offered to pay for a replacement bench.  It was agreed the bench was 
to be replaced and the kind offer to be accepted.  It was agreed ET to organise a 
replacement bench from Northumberland Estate saw mill.  JuH confirmed the pile of 
tree branches being dumped at The Wynd had been removed by NCC – MS was 
thanked for his help.  DK had reported the fallen trees in the Curly Lane woodland to 
N’land Estates and to follow-up on this again to ensure they are made safe and cleared. 
Lesbury in Bloom: it was noted Mandy Drake had been in touch to advise the wild 
flower project at the entrance to Croftlands had been shelved. 
Replacement Noticeboards: ET confirmed the two replacement noticeboards for 
Hipsburn roundabout and the Memorial Garden had been ordered and were awaiting 
installation.  ET reported the noticeboard on Hipsburn roundabout had completely failed 
and had been removed by Multiutilis for safety reasons. 
Speedwatch: DK to speak with Kevin Franklin to see if some Speedwatch sessions can 
be organised around the parish.  

 
 
 

ET 
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5.  Matters Arising 
a) Lesbury Post Office: JuH and JH reported that the public meeting on n2/3/22 had 

been well attended by 50 residents and the minutes of the public meeting had been 
posted on both the PC website and on the PC Facebook.  A management group of 6 
residents and a marketing group of 4 residents had been formed to support the Post 
Office.  A survey of the building was to be undertaken and 2 members of the 
management group had reviewed the finances with Jill.  JH had spoken to the Post 
Office who were happy to support a community takeover, if required.  They had 
confirmed a Sub-Post Master/Mistress was not required to be on the premises at all 
times when the Post Office was closed and volunteers could run the shop.  The Post 
Office was also happy and supportive for a community management team to take 
over running the Post Office, if necessary, provided 2 people undergo due diligence 
and were the main signatories for the business.  The Plunkett Foundation would also 
support a community takeover.  Jill had advised there was one very interested party 
in purchasing the Post Office so it could possibly be sold.  The community group 
taking over the management and running of the Post Office was very much a Plan B 
but that the Post Office was considered to be a critical service to be retained for the 
village and local residents.   In the meantime, the Plunkett Foundation were very 
keen for the community group to send out a letter/questionnaire to all residents 
which would be useful for the new owners if sold.  The community group to draft the 
letter/questionnaire and to get PC approval prior to printing and distribution.  It was 
agreed the PC would pay for the printing of the letter/questionnaire and that the PC 
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would pay for room hire for community group meetings in the village hall (max 6 
meetings at 1 hour per meeting).  This cost to be added to the PC’s village hall room 
hire bill.  It was also agreed the letter/questionnaire should come from the 
community group, supported by the PC.  Proposed DK, 2nd JN and unanimously 
approved.  MC advised a number of questions had been posted on Facebook about 
the Post Office by a local resident.  MC to pass the contact details to JH so a 
response can be sent.   JuH to check if the minutes of the community group 
meetings can be made public and will then send to ET for the PC website and MC 
for the PC Facebook page.  Jill had also been in touch to advise that the insurance 
for the Shepherd’s Hut would be £245.96 but that before the insurance could be 
renewed the insurance company required the hut to be secured either in concrete or 
tethered down.  It was agreed Jill should investigate the cost of meeting the 
insurance company’s requirements in the first instance. JH advised the insurance 
ran out at the end of March.  If obtaining costs overran the timeline then the 
Shepherd’s Hut should be closed until that was resolved.  It was agreed the PC had 
previously committed to insuring the Shepherd’s Hut for a year (and covering the 
heating costs) to give it a chance and should honour that commitment.  If after a 
year it was not being used and was becoming problematic then that would be 
reviewed.  JH to speak with Jill. 

b) Queens Platinum Jubilee Grant: Airah James was in attendance to advise the 
application for a grant to NCC to support the event to celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee 
had been approved and £380 awarded.  A community picnic to include face-
painting, bouncy castle and music from the DCHS band had been organised for the 
afternoon of Friday 3 June at Alnmouth & Lesbury Cricket Club.  It was agreed the 
PC should sign off the grant with NCC so that NCC could pay the £380 into the PC 
bank account.  Once the money had been received from NCC, it was agreed a 
cheque should be written to Airah James so that she could book and pay for the 
event.  Airah James advised Alnmouth Burgess Holders and Alnmouth Parish 
Council were to also make a donation.  DK suggested they get in touch with Alnwick 
Lions too.  It was also agreed Lesbury Parish Council would give a grant of £50 
towards the event – proposed DK, 2nd AM and unanimously agreed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JH 
 

6.  County Councillor Gordon Castle and Martin Swinbank – NCC Update 
Double Yellow Lines at South View: MS advised he had spoken to NCC Highways 
about extend the double yellow lines beyond the coal yard entrance.  NCC Highways 
had advised these works were not planned and the consultation on traffic management 
around the train station was deemed complete.  MS had knocked on the doors of 
surrounding residents to gauge what residents’ feelings were on the matter.  MS 
advised the result was mixed views on whether they were needed.  PT advised the area 
was dangerous and a bottle neck.  JH confirmed it was a tight corner for the busses but 
the PC had received no complaints from Arriva and there had been no accidents.  AM 
advised the parked cars along South View act as a traffic calming measure and were 
therefore welcomed.  JH suggested PT monitors the situation for the time being. 
Footpath at South View: MS confirmed NCC Highways were to inspect the footpath 
which is falling away at the top of South View and advise a course of action. 
Speed Interactive Sign(s): The 2 locations had previously been agreed as 
recommended by NCC (on the A1068 and Longhoughton Road).  NCC paying for one 
and the PC paying for the 2nd sign.  Installation was pending a decision on whether the 
sign in South View was to be moved at a cost of £695 to outside 31 & 32 South View -  
AM yet to speak to both residents.   
Street Lighting: MS advised the street lighting team would do a site visit to determine 
the need for additional lighting on footpath between Lesbury footbridge/Post Office. 
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Hipsburn School Road Safety Scheme: A site visit had been organised with the NCC 
Highways for 3pm on 23/3/22 to review the scheme and whether changes are required.   
Deep Dene: MS confirmed the 30mph past Deep Dene had now been extended and 
was in place and also the A1068 to Alnwick was now a 50mph limit.  “Beware of the dip” 
signage had been installed and a camera survey of the drains was to be carried out. 
Steppey Lane Footbridge: MS advised the flood risk analysis was complete but the 
ecology and structural surveys were ongoing. 
NCC Local Plan:  MS advised this was going to Full Council for approval on 30/3/22. 
Climate Change: MS advised the Alnwick Borderlands project would be consulting at 
regular intervals about proposed developments and the first consultation starts 28/3/22. 
NCC Boundary Review: MS advised NCC would be undertaking a boundary review for 
County Councillor ward areas as there is inconsistency of the number of electors in 
different wards.  First phase would be a call for evidence and involve NCC determining 
if 67 County Councillors is the correct number for Northumberland.  The 2nd phase 
would be a review of ward boundaries. A full consultation would take place. JH asked 
how this would impact on the Lesbury NDP.  MS advised Lesbury is an anomaly with 2 
County Councillors and also the ward is linked with Alnmouth and Alnwick. When the 
consultation is underway, Lesbury should take the opportunity to make representation. 

7.  Planning 
a) 22/00607/FUL – detached garage - 2 Spylaw Cottages, Bilton, NE66 2TA – no 

objections 
b) 22/00622/FUL – construction of new explosives store – Ops Site, RAF Boulmer, 

NE66 3AS – no objections  

 

8.  Correspondence Received  
a) Alnmouth Parish Council – Queens Platinum Jubilee Mementos / School Traffic 

Calming Measures.  The suggestion to purchase commemorative medals for the 
school children at Hipsburn Primary School was considered.  Parish Councillors felt 
it would be better to ask the school/parents what the children might like to 
commemorate the event.  It was agreed AM/MC to speak to the school and JN to 
advise Alnmouth Parish Council accordingly.  It was noted that Alnmouth Parish 
Council would be attending the site visit at 3pm on 23/3/22 to review the success of 
the school traffic calming scheme. 

b) NCC – Local Cycling/Walking Infrastructure Plans Consultation – JH thought it was 
good that NCC were doing something in Alnwick for pedestrians/cyclists.  It was 
noted the consultation ends on 15/4/22 and that all residents are encouraged to 
respond.  MC/AM to put on the PC Facebook for residents to complete. 

c) AONB – Visitor Access/Travel Management Strategy - noted 
d) AONB Glover Report – Government Response – JuH welcomed AONB and National 

Park working closely but was concerned about the proposed new name “National 
Landscape” which was felt to be meaningless.  It was felt AONB better described a 
designated area that needs protection.  It was agreed JuH to respond on behalf of 
the PC accordingly. 

e) NALC ENews 24 Feb & NALC Member Update 25 Feb 2022 - noted 
f) Northumbria Police – Northumbria Connect – MC/AM to put on PC Facebook. 

 

 
MC/AM/JN 
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9.  Parish Financial Matters 
a) Zurich (Insurance) - £555.94 - agreed 
b) J Charlton (Removal of Stump Memorial Garden) - £72 - agreed 
c) Parish Clerk (Wages) – £1,380.44 - agreed 
d) HMRC (PAYE) - £44.62 - agreed 
e) Northumberland Estates (Rent P/O Car Park) - £25 - agreed 
f) Paul Taylor (Annual Maintenance) - £1,050 - agreed 
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10.  Pond Field Play Area:  AM and DK confirmed all in order.  

11.  Any Other Matters for Discussion: 
Alncom Group: Ultrafast Broadband – JuH reported the public meeting on 9/3/22 in the 
village hall had gone well and 40 households were signed up.  A further 20 households 
are needed to make the scheme viable.  Alncom to publicise further. Residents can 
register their interest at: www.alncom.co.uk or call 01665 604816. 
Coach Inn: JuH reported that Starpubs continue to be committed to the re-opening of 
the Coach Inn and do have an interested Lessee who is currently obtaining 
refurbishment costs. Reopening is looking hopeful but still no firm timeline. 
Walking to Alnwick: MC requested the signpost at Deep Dene be amended to include 
Alnwick as a destination to try to stop pedestrians trying to walk to Alnwick along the 
A1068.  He also requested the footpath be maintained better and also asked if a 
footpath could be cut into the bank where there’s currently 30metres of no footpath 
between Deep Dene and the start of the public footpath.  MS to liaise with the 
Footpaths Officer at NCC.  MC to also submit an online request to NCC.  It was also 
hoped the new signposts for the cyclepath to Alnwick along the old railway line might 
deter pedestrians trying to walk along the A1068 to get to Alnwick.  MS also advised 
that the footpath from Lesbury roundabout to Deep Dene will now be swept as part of 
regular maintenance as part of the new designated 30mph zone. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MS 
MC 

12.  NEXT MEETING: 7.30pm - Tuesday 26 April 2022 Lesbury Village Hall. ALL 
 

 
 

The meeting concluded at 9pm. 

http://www.alncom.co.uk/

